Olympiacos Soccer School
Chicago U8 Team
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"GAVROS" PRESENTS THE OLYMPIACOS SOCCER SCHOOL IN CHICAGO

The heart of Olympiacos NOW reeTinGs anD

“"beats™ in Chicago!

The flag of Greece's most successful and most popular club now waves
high on the other side of the Atlantic! "We are focusing on Olympiacos'
player development program,” said Yiannis Kosmas.

This past fall, Olympiacos opened the
doors to their new soccer school in
the United States. Olympiacos has
made it clear that they are not only
looking to find talented players solely
from Greece, but from abroad as well.
This is the reason as to why the Chi-
cago Soccer School opened its doors
so that Thrylos" (Olympiacos nick-
name which means Legend) can find
talented players starting with Chi-
cago's multi-national community -
once the kids join the Olympiacos
Soccer School in Chicago, they can
then have a direct path to the resident
Olympiacos Academy in Greece
(Renti training grounds).

GAVROS is presenting to you the
Olympiacos Soccer School in Chicago
through statements from the Director
of Operations - Yiannis Kosmas, Di-
rector of Communication and Public
Relations - Angela Kosmas, and fi-
nally Director of Coaching - Niko Mirt-
sekis.

"We are currently in the building
phase of the soccer school here in
Chicago - this is only the fifth month
since our doors opened, but we have
accomplished significant milestones.
The reception from the soccer com-
munity has been very warm and eve-
ryone is starting to learn what Olym-
piacos is trying to accomplish in the
United States with their soccer school
program. Oiympiacos irairning iocuses
on player development, something
that larger established academies in
the area have missed the mark on -- a
void that Olympiacos has already
started to fill in.

We are also creating key partnerships
with community schools. As of now,
we have partnered with the Hellenic
American Academy, the home of Soc-
rates Greek American Day School,
where we provide a year-round, and
twice a week after-school soccer pro-
gram available to more than 500 kids
enrolled in the school. More an-
nouncements in this area will be com-

"Moving ahead with
Niko Mirtsekis as
our coach"

The Director of Opera-
tions in Chicago, Yiannis
Kosmas, had nothing but
the best of words to say
about the School's Direc-
tor of Coaching, Niko
Mirtsekis. "Our Director
of Coaching, Mr. Niko
Mirtsekis, a 15-year
Greek Championship
veteran, has made a
huge impact on both the
kids and their parents in
a very short period of
time by showing to them
how player —
development- focused
training can really benefit
young soccer players.
We are very excited to
have someone like him
instructing young soccer
players in the Chicago-
land area."

ing out soon, as we are cur-
rently working with other
schools to provide similar ser-
vices to various Chicago com-
munities.

Our next step is to start building
more youth teams (ages 5 - 18)
by holding tryouts for the kids in
the May / June timeframe,
building the Olympiacos Fan
Club in Chicago, and eventually
extending the Olympiacos youth
academy program with adult
teams (over 18 years of age)
that operate under the name
Olympiacos Chicago," said
Yiannis Kosmas.

"We are excited to not only offer
a second-to-none athletic pro-
gram to Chicagoland children,
but also of the unique aspect
Olympiacos brings to the Chica-
goland area - the benefits of
involving the young athletes in
various activities. At the same
time we are building programs,
we have already held activities
in which our young players and
their families had the opportu-
nity to participate in various so-
cial and cultural events. While
focusing on how to develop the
child as a player, exposure to
social and cultural events en-
hance the player / parent / com-
munity relationship. We are
looking forward to many more
activities," said Angela Kosmas.

BEST WISHES
FROM PANTELIC
AND KOVACEVIC

B QOlympiacos has paid great

attention to the creation of
their soccer academy pro-
gram. There are more than 30
soccer schools in Greece and
now abroad. "Thrylos" has
now soccer schools in Cyprus,
United States and Australia.
The latest one to open its
doors is the soccer school in
Chicago. Olympiacos resident
academy delegates visited
Chicago this past September
and announced the official
opening o the soccer school
during a special event.

Now, two more individuals
from the Olympiacos FC first
team made their statements in
regards to the Chicago acad-
emy. In detail, Chief Scout
Darko Kovacevic and striker
Marko Pantelic made their
statements through a video
produced by Olympiacos FC.
Kovacevic states: "Olympiacos
is everywhere. We have more
than 40 soccer schools world-
wide in Greece, Cyprus, Aus-
tralia and now in Chicago.
Thousands of young players
are being taught to play soc-
cer by Olympiacos. Join our
family, register at the Olym-
piacos Soccer School in Chi-
cago."

From his side, Pantelic said: "I
am lucky to be playing for the
most popular and most suc-
cessful club in Greece. Learn
soccer the way we do at Olym-
piacos. Join the Olympiacos
family. Come to the Olym-
piacos Soccer School in Chi-
cago."



As featured on “GAVROS” Athletic Newspaper 2.25.2012 by Dimitris Margomenos

U12 TEAM

One of the first two teams cre-
ated at the Olympiacos Soccer
School in Chicago was the U12
team with Niko Mirtsekis as
their coach. It is the goal of the
Olympiacos Soccer School
Chicago leadership to con-
tinue expanding the youth
program, but everyone is also
interested in creating an adult
team as well by the name, 'ﬁ_

Olympiacos Chicago.
YOUNGSTERS LIFT THE CUP

The U12 team has already lifted their first cup in Chicago by taking place
in a local tournament at the Odeum in Villa Park.

) 4 ; F
\WYPACOS ~ T
f &\
HOLDING THE FLAG HIGH

The Olympiacos flag is now proudly waving in the United States, as well. £ | J : &

The youngsters are wearing the team colors, with the Olympiacos crest on . 2 .

their chest, spreading the “Thrylos” name to the entire world. EVEN ... BOWLING
As part of the social events put together by the soccer school, the
youngsters can participate in areas other than soccer. Bowling is h

“OUR WORK HAS JUST BEGUN”

B Niko Mirtsekis, Director of Coaching at the Olym-

piacos Soccer School in Chicago, shared his state-
ments with “GAVROS” and the work being put forth by
“Thrylos” in the United States. Niko Mirtsekis is a for-
mer professional soccer player from Greece having
played for teams such as Panionios, Kalamata, AEK,
Iraklis, Aris and recently Olympiacos Argostoliou. He
has also played in professional indoor teams in the
United States.

B | n the very few months operating under the Olym-

piacos Soccer School in Chicago we have made great
strides in both the organizational and player develop-
ment areas. We continue to have great interest from
parents and players due to the proper communication

vehicles put in place by the organizers, but mostly from
the proper and methodical work being done during our ANNUAL PIE CUTTING

training sessions. Our efforts have already paid off as R N T R p———
our U12 team was crowned champions in their first- ting ceremony, since the school just opened its
ever tournament. All present cheered the efforts of a doors only a few months ago.

team that was put together only 3 months ago - it made

everyone present starting to wonder, but at the same

time passing out their congratulations and asking in

awe as to who we were.

B Our work has just begun and we have a long and

tough road ahead of us as Chicago is very competitive
when it comes to youth soccer. At the same time, our
love for the game and the Club makes us all work for
the good of the academy. We are part of a family of the
most successful and most supported club in Greece,
and that is Olympiacos. We strive from our side, and
me personally who grew up playing soccer, to help
build a greater Olympiacos by discovering the talents
that one day can help our team by playing in it.”
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Olympiacos Chief Scout Darko Kovacevic (left) and
Olympiacos FC striker Marko Pantelic (right) shared
their statements for the soccer school in Chicago
through a video presentation.

one event in which both the kids and their parents got together to .
enjoy themselves! THE COACH

Niko Mirtsekis is the first Olympiacos Soccer School
coach in Chicago. He has already lifted a cup with
the U12 team.

OLYMPIACOS

SOCCERSC
CHICAGO

REGISTER TODAY!

® Established Player Development / R

® Social & Cultural Interaction

® Evaluation and Promotion of
Talented Players

® Professional Training

* Official Olympiacos FC
Soccer School

MARKETING CAMPAIGN

Olympiacos Soccer School Chicago leadership has made the
appropriate marketing campaigns to attract Chicago’s young-
sters. Posters and flyers have been printed and passed out at
events, newspapers, and the soccer school has also been
marketed through local radio stations.



